CREATIVE NONFICT

DEFINITION FROM PURDUE OWL:

o “Itis focused on s’(org, meaning it has a narrative plot with an inci’(ing moment, rising action, climax and denouement, just like

fiction. However, nonfiction onlg works if the s{org is based in J[rujth, an accurate reJ(e“ing of the author’s life experience.”

o “The genre depends on the writer’s ahili{g to render their wice in a realistic fashion. Writer Richard Tervill, in comparing the
two forms, writes that the voice in creative nonfiction aims “to engage the empa’(hg’ of the readers that, much like a poe‘(, the
writer uses 'personal candor’ to draw the reader in.”

o “First keg element of nonfiction...is that the genre relies on the author’s abili{g to retell events that ac‘(ua“g happened."

o “The other keg element, the J[hing presen‘t in all successful nonfiction, is reflection.”

DEFINITION FROM CREATIVENONFICTION.ORG:

o “ltisa li’(emrg genre”

J [xamples of the genre include: memoir, personal essays, biogmphg, narrative his’(org, and long form narrative repor’(age

o “What J(heg have in common is that J(heg are, in one way or the o{her, wri{ing true stories that provide information about a
variejtg of subjec’(s, enriched bg relevant and J(houghjtf ul ideas, persona[ insigh{, and intimacies about life and the world we live
in. And this scope and varie{g is exacﬂg what makes creative nonfiction signiﬁcan{ and, these dags, $0 incrediblg popular.”

o “for the genre invites writers to push boundaries and open doors, oFFering them the oppor’(uni’(g to use all of the J(echniques of
the fiction writer (or the poe{)“ dialogue, seHing, descrip’(ion, inner poin{ of view~ in order to cap{ure a reader's attention

and enligh’(en and in’(rigue them J(hrough nonfiction.”



MEMOIR OEFINITION

Au{obiogmphica[ and based on real-life events

A subjec{ive reJ(e“ing of true life, told from the author's poin{ of view

“A memoir is how one remembers one’s own life, while an au{obiogmphg is his‘(org,
requiring research, dates, facts double-checked.”™ Gore Vidal

“A narrative, written from the perspec{ive of the author, about an impor{an{ parJ( of
their life. It's of ten conflated with au{obiogmphg, but there are a few impor{an{
differences...Memoir authors choose a pivo{al moment in their lives and J(rg to
recreate the event J(hrough s{org{e“ing. The author’s Feelings and assump‘(ions are
central to the narrative. Memoirs still include all the facts of the event, but the
author has more ﬂexibili{g here because she is J(e“ing a s{org as J(heg remember, not

as others can prove or disprove it.” -Celadon Books



PERSONAL ESSAY OEFINITION

o “Alits heart, the personal essay is a piece of nonfiction wriJ(ing that shares an
in{eres{ing, J(houghJ(‘provoking, en{er{aining, and/or humorous s{org for readers
that is drawn from the writer’s personal experiences...’(he personal essay is
dif ferent from the other essays, because it shares a s{org.” -Writer's Diges’(

o “Personal narratives are a form of wri{ing that recount and analgze personal life
experiences, of ten aiming to reveal individual or universal truths..A hallmark of
personal narratives is the blend of s{org{e“ing with personal reflection, f requen“g
presen’(ed in the f irs{‘person perspec’(ive, a“owing readers to connect in{ima{elg
with the author’s emotions and insigh{s...Au{hors J(gpica“g emplog creative

s{ra{egies when composing these essays to achieve a certain impac’( on an

audience.” "EBSCO Knowledge Advantage, Woltag, Laura



NARRATIVE HISTORY DEFINITION

o “What sets the genre aparjt from more traditional nonfiction is that narrative nonfiction
aims to entertain as much as inform bg building a compe“ing s‘(org around its central
subjecjt...Bg enhancing factual accounts with li{erarg J[echniques like world‘building,
character developmen{, rising action, and compe“ing dialogue, authors of narrative
nonfiction connect with their readers on mul{iple levels-and, idea“g, help them gain a more
J(horough unders{anding of the J(opic al hand. The keg, of course, is applging these narrative
enhancements without damaging factual accuracg.” - Celadon Books

e “Narrative nonfiction tells a real-life sJ(org about real people and events with sj(g[is{ic
elements akin to those that seem more in fiction. It of ten requires more research than
traditional news repor‘(age due to its creative f lexibili{g, as narrative nonfiction writers
must go to grea{er lengﬂis to accura{elg express the facts and details of another person’s

life in a [i{erarg wag.” -Masterclass



LONG FORM NARRATIVE REPORTAGE DEFINITION

e Narrative journalism is a form of s{org{e“ing that relies on fact-based
repor{ing and conveys inf orma tion in the form of a s{org, f oregrounding
s{glis{ic elements such as character, p[o{, descrip{ive detail, and a poin{
of view. The goal of narrative journalism is to create an immersive
experience for readers, of ten elici{ing s{rong emotions such as empa‘(hg
and joy but po{en{ia“g also ou{rage and disapproval. Whatever the
actual intellectual and emotional engagemen{ looks like, ul{ima{e[g

narrative journalism provides an opening for moral reflection.” - Schmidt,

Thomas R. SAGE [ncgclopedia of Journalism
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